
Pennsylvania Board of Pardons 
Application for Clemency 

Official Use Only. Do not complete this Section. 

Application Number: Board of Pardons Number: Session Date: 

Section 1: Type of Clemency Requested 

 Pardon  Commute Parole  Expedited Review for:
 Commute Life Imprisonment to Life on Parole  Commute Minimum Sentence Non-Violent Marijuana
 Commute Death Sentence to Life Imprisonment  Commute Maximum Sentence and/or Paraphernalia Conviction(s)

Have you previously filed a clemency application in Pennsylvania?    Yes     No 

If yes:  Date Granted or Denied (if applicable and known): 

Section 2: Applicant Information 
 Miss      Ms.
 Mrs.     Mr.
 Other:

First Name: Full Middle Name (if applicable): Last Name: Suffix 
(if applicable): 

Aliases and Other Names: State other names by which you have been known. 
Include maiden names, names by a former marriage, and aliases. 

Date of Birth:   Social Security Number: 

Address (Number and Street): Apartment Number/Floor (if applicable): 

City: State: Zip Code: 

Email Address (if applicable): Primary Phone Number (if applicable): Secondary Phone Number (if applicable): 

Name of Institution (if currently confined): Inmate Number (if applicable): Parole Number (if applicable): 

 Representation: 

 Self (Proceed to Section 3)
 Friend
 Family Member
 Attorney
 Department of Corrections                  (Confined Applicants Only)

 

Note: All confined applicants must have
representation as they cannot represent themselves
if granted a public hearing.

Representative Information 
Name:  

Address:  

Phone Number:  

Email Address:  



Section 3: Convictions For Which Clemency Is Requested 
Case #1 (Oldest Case) 

Offense Date: 

/ / _ 

Offense(s) – List each conviction by name, not 
crimes code. Do not include non-convictions. 

Official Use Only. Do not complete this Section. 
Sentence(s): Grade/Sealed 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTN Number: 

-

Describe the incident and how you were involved. Where were you, what did you do, and how were you caught? 

 Check this box if you are attaching a Section 3 supplemental page.

Official Use Only. Do not complete this Section. 

Plea/Verdict: County:    

Plea/Verdict Date: Sentence Date:   

Revocation Date:                Final Sentence   

Docket Number: Financial Obligations Satisfied: Yes No  Unknown  

____________________________________

________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Balance: _____________



Section 3: Convictions For Which Clemency Is Requested 
Case #2 

Offense Date: 

/ / _ 

Offense(s) – List each conviction by name, not 
crimes code. Do not include non-convictions. 

Official Use Only. Do not complete this Section. 
Sentence(s): Grade/Sealed 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTN Number: 

Describe the incident and how you were involved. Where were you, what did you do, and how were you caught? 

 Check this box if you are attaching a Section 3 supplemental page.

Official Use Only. Do not complete this Section. 

Plea/Verdict: County:   

Plea/Verdict Date: Sentence Date:   

Revocation Date: __________________________________   Final Sentence  _________________________________________________ 

Docket Number: Financial Obligations Satisfied: Yes No  Unknown   Balance:_________ 

OTN Number: OOTTN NumN Numbeberr::  OOOOTTTTN NumN NumN NumN Numbebebeberrrr::::    

--



Section 4: OPTIONAL Personal Statement 
If you decide to include a personal statement, it may include: 

 A summary of how your life or circumstances have changed since your last arrest
 Reasons you seek clemency
 Reasons you feel you are a good candidate for consideration
 Information you feel supports your request

 Check this box if you are attaching a Section 4 supplemental page.



Section 4: OPTIONAL Personal Statement 
(Supplemental)

If you decide to include a personal statement, it may include: 
 A summary of how your life or circumstances have changed since your last arrest
 Reasons you seek clemency
 Reasons you feel you are a good candidate for consideration
 Information you feel supports your request

 Check this box if you are attaching a Section 4 supplemental page.

Page ___ of ___





Section 6: Submitting Your Application 

HELPFUL TOOLS 
If unsure of your criminal record, 

the following websites may assist you in your search. 
Court System Search: www.ujsportal.pacourts.us 

State Police Criminal History: www.psp.pa.gov 
If your case(s) do not show up on either 

 of the above websites, contact the 
Court of Common Pleas 

in the county where you were convicted. 

Refer to instructions for important information 
regarding the required court documents. 

BE ADVISED! 

A copy of the court docket sheet is not an acceptable 
substitute for the required documents, except for proof of 
payment of financial obligations or outstanding balances. 

If the documents are not available, you must provide a 
letter from the Clerk of Courts stating they are unavailable. 

If your case was handled by a Magisterial District Judge 
and it has been more than seven years since you were 

sentenced, you are not required to obtain 
court documents as they have been destroyed. 

*Incarcerated applicants are not
required to submit court documents. 

Application Revised 1/1/2022 

Required 

Court Documents* 
Completed & Signed Application 

Optional 
Certificates 
Diplomas 

Recommendation Letters 
Supporting Documents 

Recommended 

Keep a copy of everything you submit 
for your personal records. 

If represented, have your rep review 
your application before submitting it. 

Confined Applicants 

Mail To: 
PADOC/BSAAC/Division of Field Audits 

& Clemency Investigations 
1920 Technology Parkway 
Mechanicsburg, PA  17050 

(717) 728-0386 or (717) 728-4727

Non-Confined Applicants 

Mail To: 

Pennsylvania Board of Pardons 
333 Market Street, 15th Floor 

Harrisburg, PA  17126 

(717) 787-2596



NEED MORE SPACE? 

Please do not alter the application. 
Continuing a response to a question on paper 

that is not part of the official application or 
saying “see attached” or any variation of this 

is not acceptable. If additional space is 
needed, you must use a supplemental page. 

The following pages are supplemental and 
have been included for Sections 3 & 4.

Please make copies as needed or obtain 
additional supplemental pages from our 

website at www.bop.pa.gov 

http://www.bop.pa.gov/
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	Type of Clemency Requested: Pardon
	Have you previously filed a clemency application in Pennsylvania Yes No If yes Date Granted or Denied if applicable and known: 
	Have you previously filed a clemency application in Pennsylvania: Off
	salutation: Off
	salutation_2: Mr
	First Name: John
	Full Middle Name if applicable: N/A
	Last Name: Smith
	Suffix if applicable: N/A
	Aliases and Other Names State other names by which you have been known Include maiden names names by a former marriage and aliases: Johnny, Jay Smith, John Smith-Jones
	Date of Birth: 01/14/1972
	Social Security Number: 599-20-1234
	Address Number and Street: 3201 Kensington Ave.
	Apartment NumberFloor if applicable: 4A
	City: Philadelphia
	State: PA
	Zip Code: 19134
	Email Address if applicable: John.Smith@email.com
	Primary Phone Number if applicable: 215-555-5555
	Secondary Phone Number if applicable: 215-555-6556
	Name of Institution if currently confined: N/A
	Inmate Number if applicable: N/A
	Parole Number if applicable: N/A
	Name: Philadelphia Lawyers for Social Equity
	Self Proceed to Section 3: Off
	Friend: Off
	Family Member: Off
	Attorney: On
	Department of Corrections Confined Applicants Only: Off
	Address: 230 S. Broad St.
	Address_2: Suite 1102
	Address_3: Philadelphia, PA
	Address_4: 19102
	Phone Number: 267-519-5323
	Email Address: info@plsephilly.org
	Offense Date_2: 04
	undefined_3: 18
	undefined_2: 2006
	1: Manuf/Del/Poss/W Int Manuf Or Del
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 
	9: 
	10: 
	Check this box if you are attaching a Section 3 supplemental page: Off
	OTN1-a: N400000
	OTN1-b: 1
	3a: Describe the incident: I was selling drugs on the street to support my habit and to try and earn enough money to get myself out of homelessness. I was subsequently caught committing the crime in the city of Philadelphia on 04/18/2006. I am sorry that I do not remember more about this arrest. I was addicted to drugs and alcohol at the time and was doing a lot of selling to support my habit, and it was 17 years ago, too.
	Offense Date_4: 05
	undefined_16: 03
	undefined_15: 2006
	1_4: Manuf/Del/Poss/W Int Manuf Or Del
	2_4: 
	3_3: 
	4_3: 
	5_3: 
	6_3: 
	7_2: 
	8_2: 
	9_2: 
	10_2: 
	Check this box if you are attaching a Section 3 supplemental page_2: Off
	3b: Describe the incident: I was selling drugs on the street to support my habit and to try and earn enough money to get myself out of homelessness. I was subsequently caught committing the crime in the city of Philadelphia on 05/03/2006. I am sorry that I do not remember more about this arrest. I was addicted to drugs and alcohol at the time and was doing a lot of selling to support my habit, and it was 17 years ago, too.
	OTN2-b: 3
	OTN2-a: N400000
	Check this box if you are attaching a Section 4 supplemental page: On
	4: Personal Stmt: My name is John Smith, first I would like to thank you for taking the time to read this letter. I’m not sure how to start but here we go, growing up it was wonderful. I cannot blame anything that happened to me on my parents as they were very hard-working and they showed my brothers and sisters and I how to become hard workers.

I never really got into any trouble. Maybe a few parking tickets but nothing crazy until my divorce with my first wife. I think that’s when I believe I started drinking heavily. But it didn’t stop me from working and functioning then my father was killed at his restaurant when 2 guys tried to rob the place in July of 1999. That was the beginning of the end, it destroyed me! I started to use cocaine and drinking even more heavily. Shortly after, maybe a little over a year, my younger brother was killed by a drunk driver on Roosevelt Boulevard in 2001 and two years after that, my older brother coming home from his auto parts store was brutally beaten and killed in his own house in September of 2005.

At this point, I was drinking and using almost every day. Didn’t care if I lived or not, I just wanted the pain to go away. It got to the point that I lost everything, my house, my job, and I started living on the streets for maybe three years not knowing where my next meal was coming from. I stopped going around family members and stopped visiting friends because I didn’t want anyone to see me in the condition that I was in, but I was homeless so I decided to sell drugs to get off the street to have a roof over my head and a hot meal. And let’s be honest to also support my habit. I was lost for maybe 10-12 years and became a normal way of life.

I got arrested for possession with the attempt to distribute and manufacture. Believe it or not, but going to jail is one of the things that saved my life! It just got real starting to sober up as the days went by, starring and realizing all the damage I did to myself and to my family that doesn’t even have a clue of how I was living and where I’d been. I've been sober from narcotics since being incarcerated in 2006.

When I got released, I knew that I no longer wanted to live like that anymore but didn’t know how or what to do. But with the grace of God, my sister took me in and then I went to live with my mother in Puerto Rico until I met my wife. 

My wife Kerry is the other reason my life was saved. She was my high school sweetheart then we went our separate ways. After 25 years she arrived in my life when I needed her most. I was still in the crossroads in my life, I could have gone either way at this point in time, but I was able to tell her everything about my past and she stood by me through all the sleepless nights, mood swings, and cold sweats. But she gave me the strength to keep going. 

My wife and family, helped me through the difficult times, and as the years passed it got easier with time, I moved to Boston with my wife, where her family is from, and what I needed to start my life over. Away from Philadelphia and its streets. As the years passed, I learned how to stay clean. I started to work in a restaurant cooking for a great guy named Jason and his family, who trusted me and made me his manager and when he opened his other restaurant Nathan made me co-owner of the pizza shop that I managed in 2015.




                                                                       -Continued on next supplemental Page-
	Check this box if you are attaching a Section 4 supplemental page_2: Off
	4: Personal Stmt, Sup: I've been sober from narcotics since 2006 and from alcohol since Memorial Day weekend 2010, I worked hard and was able to obtain my CDL with Haz-Mat certification. My wife helped me find my daughters after 22 years and now my life is complete with my wife, family and grandchildren. In 2019 there was an incident during a traffic stop where I was thrown in jail for over 3 weeks because of paperwork error between the Philadelphia Police Department and the Department of Corrections. My understanding of the situation is that they thought there was a 2006 parole violation that I needed to be locked up for when they ran my name. I was in jail for those 3 weeks because my court date kept changing, so my wife and mother had to get a lawyer who then got the judge to dismiss it all. This incident has made me want to seek a pardon because I'm afraid of being torn away from my family I have worked so hard to rebuild along with loosing their trust on a technicality in the system.

I hope you are willing to pardon me for the mistakes that I made when I was a lost soul. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of my case.

Sincerely,
John Smith
	PgOfa: 2
	PgOfb: 2


